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This book is an adaptation in English of the prefatory volume of a 40-volume biographical dictionary

(in Arabic) of women scholars of the Prophet s hadith. Learned women enjoyed high public standing

and authority in the formative years of Islam. For centuries thereafter, women travelled intensively

for religious knowledge and routinely attended the most prestigious mosques and madrasas across

the Islamic world. Typical documents (like class registers and ijazahs from women authorizing men

to teach) and the glowing testimonies about their women teachers from the most revered ulema are

cited in detail. An overview chapter, with accompanying maps, traces the spread of centres of hadith

learning for women, and their eventual decline. The information summarized here is essential to a

balanced appreciation of the role of women in Islamic society.
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great

Dr. Nadwi employs the greatest mode of persuasion; not an argument through emphasizing a few

exemplary cases, but rather clear demonstration by compiling a 40-volume dictionary containing the

biographies of about 8,000 women scholars in the field of Hadith, Prophetic narration.In Islamic

tradition, sacred knowledge is considered the highest form of authoritative currency, with its

scholars being heirs of Prophet himself. We're shown that involvement in this most esteemed of

spheres by women was not an exception, but rather a norm.This book, which is the English

translation of the introduction of the dictionary, adeptly and eloquently introduces general concepts



in hadith studies and Islamic scholarship, and briefly explains some specific cases in Islamic law as

well, through explaining the women scholars of hadith.Being a dictionary, it is recommended for use

for even further research and synthesis into essays.For leaders of Muslim communities, parents,

and students of Islamic knowledge (male or female), it's highly recommended.

Very well researched and scholarly. Not an easy read...

Well researched book

the book came in three weeks but its because i ordered it from uk. the pages are really quality and

the book itself is one of a kind in its field. i really dont know any other fully comprehensive book on

women scholars in islam. im gald i bought. big thanks to the writer. God bless you inshaallah

Akram Nadwi best book on women in islam!
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